The Great Power Of God — Acts 8:10

Current situation.

Matthew 24:3-5,11 And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the
disciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these
things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end
of the world? 4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed
that no man deceive you. 5 For many shall come in My Name,
saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. 11 And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.

Prospective leaders - magnified by God or themselves.

Acts 8:4-13 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every
where preaching the Word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of
Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one
accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with
loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and
many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And
there was great joy in that city. 9 But there was a certain man,
called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some
great one: 10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 11 And to him
they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them
with sorceries. 12 But when they believed Philip preaching the
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the Name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Then Simon
himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were
done.

Acts 8:10 (AV) To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.



Acts 8:10 (NKJV) to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the
greatest, saying, “This man is the great power of God.”

Acts 8:10 (ESV) They all paid attention to him, from the least to the
greatest, saying, "This man is the power of God that is called
Great.”

Acts 8:10 (Message) He had them all, from little children to old men,
eating out of his hand. They all thought he had supernatural powers,
and called him "the Great Wizard."

Acts 8:9 (John Gill)

Ver. 9. “But there was a certain man called Simon,” Who, as Justin
Martyr says, was a Samaritan, and of a village called Gitton; and so
a Jewish writer calls him Simeon, "the Samaritan,” a wizard: here is
a “but” upon this new church, the success of the Gospel in this
place, and the joy that was there; a man of great wickedness and
sophistry plays the hypocrite, feigns himself a believer, and gets in
among them;

“which beforetime in the same city used sorcery;” who before Philip
came thither, practised magic arts; wherefore he is commonly
called "Simon Magus," for he was a magician, who had learned
diabolical arts, and used enchantments and divinations, as Balaam
and the magicians of Egypt did:

“and bewitched the people of Samaria;” or rather astonished them,
with the strange feats he performed; which were so unheard of and
unaccountable, that they were thrown into an ecstasy and rapture;
and were as it were out of themselves, through wonder and
admiration, at the amazing things that were done by him:

“giving out that himself was some great one;” a divine person, or an
extraordinary prophet, and it may be the Messiah; since the
Samaritans expected the Messiah, as appears from John 4:25 and
which the Syriac version seems to incline to, which renders the
words thus, "and he said, | am that great one"; that great person,
whom Moses spake of as the seed of the "woman,” under the name
of Shiloh, and the character of a prophet.

Acts 5:34-39 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee,
named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all
the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;



35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves
what ye intend to do as touching these men. 36 For before these
days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a
number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was
slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought
to nought. 37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of
the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished;
and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 38 And now |
say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 39 But if it
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to
fight against God.

Mark 9:1-13 And He said unto them, Verily | say unto you, That there
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till
they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 2 And after
six days Jesus taketh with Him Peter, and James, and John, and
leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and He
was transfigured before them. 3 And His raiment became shining,
exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4
And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were
talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master,
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one
for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 6 For he wist not
what to say; for they were sore afraid. 7 And there was a cloud that
overshadowed them: and a Voice came out of the cloud, saying,
This is My Beloved Son: hear Him. 8 And suddenly, when they had
looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only
with themselves. 9 And as they came down from the mountain, He
charged them that they should tell no man what things they had
seen, till the Son of Man were risen from the dead. 10 And they kept
that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the
rising from the dead should mean. 11 And they asked Him, saying,
Why say the scribes that Elias must first come? 12 And He
answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all
things; and how it is written of the Son of Man, that He must suffer
many things, and be set at nought. 13 But | say unto you, That Elias
is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever they



listed, as it is written of him.

Joshua 3:7 And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will | begin to
magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as |
was with Moses, so | will be with thee.

Joshua 4:14 On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all
Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his
life.

1 Chronicles 29:25 And the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in
the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such royal majesty as
had not been on any king before him in Israel.

2 Chronicles 32:23 And many brought gifts unto the LORD to
Jerusalem, and presents to Hezekiah king of Judah: so that he was
magnified in the sight of all nations from thenceforth.

Exodus 4:1-9 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not
believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD
hath not appeared unto thee. 2 And the LORD said unto him, What is
that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 And He said, Cast it on the
ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and
Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put
forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand,
and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: 5 That they may
believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 6 And
the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy
bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out,
behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And He said, Put thine
hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom
again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned
again as his other flesh. 8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not
believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they
will believe the voice of the latter sign. 9 And it shall come to pass,
if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto
thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it
upon the dry /land: and the water which thou takest out of the river
shall become blood upon the dry /and.
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