
God's Superior Tactics - Joshua 8B

John 10:10 The thief (devil) cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.

Joshua 8:3-22 -
Joshua 8:3-15 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against 

Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, and sent 
them away by night. 4 And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall 
lie in wait against the city, even behind the city: go not very far from the 
city, but be ye all ready: 5 And I, and all the people that are with me, will 
approach unto the city: and it shall come to pass, when they come out 
against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them, 6 (For they will 
come out after us) till we have drawn them from the city; for they will 
say, They flee before us, as at the first: therefore we will flee before 
them. 7 Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: 
for the LORD your God will deliver it into your hand. 8 And it shall be, 
when ye have taken the city, that ye shall set the city on fire: according 
to the commandment of the LORD shall ye do. See, I have commanded 
you. 9 Joshua therefore sent them forth: and they went to lie in ambush, 
and abode between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua 
lodged that night among the people. 10 And Joshua rose up early in the 
morning, and numbered the people, and went up, he and the elders of 
Israel, before the people to Ai. 11 And all the people, even the people of 
war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the 
city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between 
them and Ai. 12 And he took about five thousand men, and set them to 
lie in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city. 13 And 
when they had set the people, even all the host that was on the north of 
the city, and their liers in wait on the west of the city, Joshua went that 
night into the midst of the valley. 14 And it came to pass, when the king 
of Ai saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city 
went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at a time 
appointed, before the plain; but he wist not that there were liers in 
ambush against him behind the city. 15 And Joshua and all Israel made 



as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the 
wilderness.

1 Corinthians 2:8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had 
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

Joshua 8:16-18 And all the people that were in Ai were called together to 
pursue after them: and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away 
from the city. 17 And there was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, that went 
not out after Israel: and they left the city open, and pursued after Israel. 
18 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in thy 
hand toward Ai; for I will give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched 
out the spear that he had in his hand toward the city.

In the New Covenant we have the name, blood, & power of Jesus we do not 
need the spears, shofar, holy water, etc now.

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.

Joshua 8:19,20 And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they 
ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand: and they entered into the 
city, and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire. 20 And when the 
men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the 
city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or 
that way: and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon 
the pursuers.

Psalm 68:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song of David. Let God arise, 
let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him.

Joshua 8:21,22 And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had 
taken the city, and that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned 
again, and slew the men of Ai. 22 And the other issued out of the city 
against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and 
some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them 
remain or escape.

Joshua 2:9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you 
the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land faint because of you.

Joshua 5:13-15 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over 
against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto 
him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 14 And he 
said, Nay; but as Captain of the host of the LORD (Jesus) am I now 
come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said 



unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? 15 And the captain of the 
LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

Referred to Jesus returning in the Revelation.
Exodus 17:8-16 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 

And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 
in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought 
with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel 
prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. (the rod 
was used in the Old Testament when God commanded)

Mark 16:17,18 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Exodus 17:12-14 But Moses' hands   were   heavy  ; and they took a stone, and 
put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his 
hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his 
hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua 
discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 14 And 
the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.

Good to remember all the victories God has done protecting you & to thank 
God.

Exodus 17:15,16 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it 
Jehovahnissi: 16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the 
LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.

1 Samuel 15 Saul did not follow God's instructions to wipe out Amalek & 
God judged him.

Exodus 8:5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth 
thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the 
ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt.

Exodus 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve 
me.

Strongs #03071 Y@hovah nicciy yeh-ho-vaw' nis-see' AV-Jehovahnissi 1; 1 
Jehovah-nissi =" Jehovah is my banner" 1) the name given by Moses to 
the altar which he built in commemoration of the discomfiture of the 



Amalekites.
Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
1 Samuel 17:11 When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 

Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.
1 Samuel 17:40-47 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 

smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which 
he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near 
to the Philistine. 41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto 
David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. 42 And when 
the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was 
but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine 
said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to 
David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and 
to the beasts of the field. 45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou 
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I 
come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46 This day will the LORD deliver thee 
into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and 
I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 And all this assembly shall 
know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle   is     
the LORD'S, and He will give you into our hands. 

Ephesians 6:16,17 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God:

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ;

1 Samuel 17:48-50 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward 
the army to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand in his bag, 
and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his 
forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face 
to the earth. 50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and 
with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no 
sword in the hand of David.



Exodus 14:27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea 
returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians 
fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the 
sea. 

Summarized God discomfitting the wheels of Pharoah's army's chariots & 
they all perished under the sea.

1 Samuel 17:51-54 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and 
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and 
cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion 
was dead, they fled. 52 And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and 
shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and 
to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by 
the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 53 And the 
children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their tents. 54 And David took the head of the Philistine, and 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his tent.

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Mark 9:29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but 
by prayer and fasting.

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:7,8 And lest I should be exalted above measure through 
the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the 
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted 
above measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me.
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