Divide and Conquer - Acts 23B

Zechariah 13:7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man
that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the
sheep shall be scattered: and | will turn mine hand upon the little ones.

Mark 14:50 And they all forsook him, and fled.

2 Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holdsj;)

Acts 23:6-11 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees,
and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, |
am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the
dead | am called in question. 7 And when he had so said, there arose a
dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude
was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection,
neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 9 And there
arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees’' part arose,
and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel
hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. 10 And when there
arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have
been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and
to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle.
11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou
bear witness also at Rome.

Explained the roles of the religious factions here.

Acts 23:6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and
the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, | am
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the
dead | am called in question.

Pharisees are the religious conservatives. Sadducees are the religious
liberals.

Acts 23:7,8 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the
Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8 For the
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but
the Pharisees confess both.

Mark 12 Summarized question of the woman & 7 husbands V24 And Jesus
answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not
the scriptures, neither the power of God?




Acts 23:9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the
Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but
if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God.

Gamaliel said in Acts 5:39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest
haply ye be found even to fight against God.

Acts 23:10,11 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain,
fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded
the soldiers to go down, and to take him by force from among them, and
to bring him into the castle. 11 And the night following the Lord stood by
him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.

Acts 27:23,24 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose |
am, and whom | serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought
before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.

Judges 7:9-25 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto
him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for | have delivered it into thine
hand. 10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant
down to the host: 11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward
shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then went
he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that
were in the host. 12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the
children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for
multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea
side for multitude. 13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a
man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, | dreamed a
dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian,
and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the
tent lay along. 14 And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else
save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his
hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host. 15 And it was so, when
Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof,
that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise;
for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 16 And he
divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a
trumpet in every man’'s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the
pitchers. 17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and,
behold, when | come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as | do,
so shall ye do. 18 When | blow with a trumpet, |1 and all that are with me,
then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say,
The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon. 19 So Gideon, and the hundred




men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch:
and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their
hands. 20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their
right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and
of Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his place round about the
camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 22 And the three hundred
blew the trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his
fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Bethshittah in
Zererath, and to the border of Abelmeholah, unto Tabbath. 23 And the
men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of
Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites. 24 And
Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come
down against the Midianites, and take before them the waters unto
Bethbarah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered
themselves together, and took the waters unto Bethbarah and Jordan.
25 And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they
slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of
Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to
Gideon on the other side Jordan.

Summarized the choosing of Gideon's army & explained how God won this
victory.

Mark 3:27 No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods,
except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

2 Kings 9:32,33 And he (Jehu) lifted up his face to the window, and said,
Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three
eunuchs. 33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and
some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he
trode her under foot.

2 Kings 3:1-27 V1-7 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over
Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and
reigned twelve years. 2 And he wrought evil in the sight of the LORD; but
not like his father, and like his mother: for he put away the image of Baal
that his father had made. 3 Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not
therefrom. 4 And Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and rendered
unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred
thousand rams, with the wool. 5 But it came to pass, when Ahab was
dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 6 And




king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and numbered all
Israel. 7 And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying,
The king of Moab hath rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against
Moab to battle? And he said, | will go up: | am as thou art, my people as
thy people, and my horses as thy horses. (without enquiring of the Lord)

1 Kings 22 Summarized King Jehoshaphat almost killed when in alliance
with king Ahab in battle.

2 Kings 3:8-14 And he said, Which way shall we go up? And he answered,
The way through the wilderness of Edom. 9 So the king of Israel went,
and the king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and they fetched a
compass of seven days’ journey: and there was no water for the host,
and for the cattle that followed them. 10 And the king of Israel said,
Alas! that the LORD hath called these three kings together, to deliver
them into the hand of Moab! 11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here
a prophet of the LORD, that we may enquire of the LORD by him? And
one of the king of Israel's servants answered and said, Here is Elisha
the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah. 12 And
Jehoshaphat said, The word of the LORD is with him. So the king of
Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 13 And
Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have | to do with thee? get thee
to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the
king of Israel said unto him, Nay: for the LORD hath called these three
kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab. 14 And Elisha
said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom | stand, surely, were it
not that | regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, | would
not look toward thee, nor see thee.

Like Abraham bargaining with the Lord for a few righteous in Sodom
summarized.

2 Kings 3:15-27 But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the
minstrel played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him. 16 And he
said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full of ditches. 17 For thus
saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that
valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your
cattle, and your beasts. 18 And this is but a light thing in the sight of the
LORD: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. 19 And ye shall
smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good
tree, and stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece of land with
stones. 20 And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat offering
was offered, that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the
country was filled with water. 21 And when all the Moabites heard that




the kings were come up to fight against them, they gathered all that
were able to put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border. 22 And
they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and
the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood: 23 And
they said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and they have smitten
one another: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. 24 And when they came
to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so
that they fled before them: but they went forward smiting the Moabites,
even in their country. 25 And they beat down the cities, and on every
good piece of land cast every man his stone, and filled it; and they
stopped all the wells of water, and felled all the good trees: only in
Kirharaseth left they the stones thereof; howbeit the slingers went
about it, and smote it. 26 And when the king of Moab saw that the battle
was too sore for him, he took with him seven hundred men that drew
swords, to break through even unto the king of Edom: but they could not.
27 Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and
offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great
indignation against Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to
their own land.

Job 3:25 For the thing which | greatly feared is come upon me, and that
which | was afraid of is come unto me.

2 Chronicles 20:1-30 It came to pass after this also, that the children of
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the
Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 2 Then there came
some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude
against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be
in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi. 3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set
himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4
And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even
out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 5 And
Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the
house of the LORD, before the new court, 6 And said, O LORD God of our
fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and
might, so that none is able to withstand thee? 7 Art not thou our God,
who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel,
and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 8 And they
dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name,
saying, 9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or
pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence,




(for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then
thou wilt hear and help. 10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon and
Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when
they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and
destroyed them not; 11 Behold, | say, how they reward us (doing evil for
good), to come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given
us to inherit. 12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no
might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee. 13 And all Judah stood
before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. 14
Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of
Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the
Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation; 15 And he said,
Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed
by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.
16 To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the
cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the
wilderness of Jeruel. 17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set
yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O
Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out
against them: for the LORD will be with you. 18 And Jehoshaphat bowed
his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem fell (on their faces) before the LORD, worshipping the
LORD. 19 And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the
children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with
a loud voice on high. 20 And they rose early in the morning, and went
forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat
stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem;
Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe His
rophets, so shall ye prosper. 21 And when he had consulted with the
people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the
beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise
the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. (like Psalm 136) 22 And when
they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the
children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against
Judah; and they were smitten. 23 For the children of Ammon and Moab
stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and
destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir,
every one helped to destroy another. 24 And when Judah came toward




the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and,
behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped. 25
And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of
them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead
bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves,
more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering
of the spoil, it was so much. 26 And on the fourth day they assembled
themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the LORD:
therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of
Berachah, unto this day. 27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and
Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to
Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their
enemies. 28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and
trumpets unto the house of the LORD. 29 And the fear of God was on all
the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the LORD
fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat
was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about.

Much modern day "praise & worship services"” more mind control than

Godly carisma.

Exodus 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say

unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve
me.

Luke 10:19 Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any
means hurt you.

Loosing civil war in the devil's kingdom for God to get the victory.
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