Blindness - A Life Chanqging Experience - Acts 22A

Paul relating again his experience of Jesus meeting him in Acts 9.

Acts 22:1-16 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make
now unto you. 2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue
to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) 3 | am verily a man
which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the
law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 4
And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into
prisons both men and women. 5 As also the high priest doth bear me
witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also | received letters
unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there
bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. 6 And it came to pass, that, as |
made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly
there shone from heaven a great light round about me. 7 And | fell unto the
ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou Me? 8 And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And He said unto me, | am
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 9 And they that were with me
saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him
that spake to me. 10 And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said
unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all
things which are appointed for thee to do. 11 And when | could not see for
the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, |
came into Damascus. 12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the
law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 13 Came unto
me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the
same hour | looked up upon him. 14 And he said, The God of our fathers
hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will, and see that Just One,
and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth. 15 For thou shalt be His witness
unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16 And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name
of the Lord.

Paul's oration addressing the Jews that had just tried to kill him.

Acts 22:1-3 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make
now unto you. 2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue
to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) 3 | am verily a man
which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, (a free city) yet brought up
(trained) in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the



perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as
ye all are this day.

Acts 5:35,38,39 And (Gamaliel) said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed
to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 38 And now |
say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 39 But if it be of
God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against
God.

Acts 22:4 And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering
into prisons both men and women.

Acts 7:58 And cast him (Stephen) out of the city, and stoned him: and the
witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was
Saul.

Acts 22:5-7 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate
of the elders: from whom also | received letters unto the brethren, and
went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem,
for to be punished. 6 And it came to pass, that, as | made my journey, and
was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from
heaven a great light round about me. 7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard
a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

Genesis 28:12 And he (Joseph) dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God
ascending and descending on it.

Isaiah 6 Isaiah saw the throne of God in heaven.

The book of the Revelation of Jesus to John in heaven.

Acts 5 Annias & Saphira were slain in spirit.

John 11:43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice,
Lazarus, come forth.

Acts 22:8 And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, ] am_
Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.

Matthew 27:17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said
unto them, Whom will ye that | release unto you? Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus
which is called Christ?

Acts 22:9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were
afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me.

Ephesians 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to
him that needeth.

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity




every thought to the obedience of Christ;

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you.

Jude 1:9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he
disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing
accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.

Acts 22:10-13 And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me,
Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things
which are appointed for thee to do. 11 And when | could not see for the
glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, | came
into Damascus. 12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law,
having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 13 Came unto me,
and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same
hour | looked up upon him.

Acts 9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales:
and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

Exodus 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me.
Acts 22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the
voice of his mouth.

1 Corinthians 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
Acts 22:15,16 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast
seen and heard. 16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Blindness in Bible

Matthew 9:27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed
him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.

Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil,
blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both
spake and saw.

Matthew 20:30,34 And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when
they heard that Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O
Lord, thou Son of David. 34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched
their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed
him.




John 5:3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt,
withered, waiting for the moving of the water.

God's Provisions for the Blind

Leviticus 19:14 Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock
before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: | am the LORD.

Deuteronomy 27:18 Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of
the way. And all the people shall say, Amen.

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.

Leviticus 11:45 For | am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of
Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for | am holy.

Old Testament Priests Not to be Disabled

Leviticus 21:18 For any man who has a defect shall not approach: a man
blind or lame, who has a marred face or any limb too long,

New Testament Pastors

Galatians 4:15 Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for | bear you
record, that, if it had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own
eyes, and have given them to me.

Defective Sacrifices Not Accepted by God

Leviticus 22:22 Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, or scurvy, or
scabbed, ye shall not offer these unto the LORD, nor make an offering by
fire of them upon the altar unto the LORD.

The first day of the week now is set for the Lord as the first fruits.
Deuteronomy 15:21 And if there be any blemish therein, as if it be lame, or
blind, or have any ill blemish, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the LORD thy
God.

Malachi 1:8 And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye
offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he
be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts.
Blindness has different causes

John 9:1-7 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his
birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man,
or his parents, that he was born blind? 3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made
manifest in him. 4 | must work the works of him that sent me, while it is
day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 5 As long as | am in the
world, | am the light of the world. 6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on
the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the
blind man with the clay, 7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and




washed, and came seeing.

John 5: 14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him,
Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee.

Healing of Blindness by Messiah

Isaiah 29:18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and
the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

Luke 4:17-21 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was
written, (Isaiah 61) 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the
acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he closed the book, and he gave it
again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in
the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them,
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

2 Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who
is the image of God, should shine unto them.

Blindness by Punishment for disobedience

1 Samuel 11:2 And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On this condition
will | make a covenant with you, that | may thrust out all your right eyes,
and lay it for a reproach upon all Israel.

Jeremiah 39:7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him with
chains, to carry him to Babylon.

Jeremiah 39:4-6 And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah
saw them, and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the
city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two
walls: and he went out the way of the plain. 5 But the Chaldeans' army
pursued after them, and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and
when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he gave judgment upon him.
6 Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his
eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah.

Ungodliness & Blindness

Genesis 19:11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house
with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to
find the door.

2 Kings 6:18-23 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the




LORD, and said, Smite this people, | pray thee, with blindness. And He_
smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 19 And Elisha
said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, and |
will bring you to the man whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria. 20
And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said,
LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the LORD
opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of
Samaria. 21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them, My
father, shall | smite them? shall | smite them? 22 And he answered, Thou
shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken
captive with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread and water before them,
that they may eat and drink, and go to their master. 23 And he prepared
great provision for them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them
away, and they went to their master. So the bands of Syria came no more
into the land of Israel.

2 Kings 6:11,12 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled
for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not
shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? 12 And one of his servants
said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth
the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.

Acts 13:11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell
on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him
by the hand.

Blindness & Old Age

Genesis 27:1 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes
were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said
unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, here am I.

1 Kings 14:4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh,
and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes
were set by reason of his age.

1 Samuel 4:15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see.

Blindness Can Be Healed

Matthew 9:27-30 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed
him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us. 28 And when
He was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith
unto them, Believe ye that | am able to do this? They said unto Him, Yea,
Lord. 29 Then touched He their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it
unto you. 30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them,




saying, See that no man know it.

Matthew 11:5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them.

Matthew 12:22 Then was brought unto Him one possessed with a devil,
blind, and dumb: and He healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both
spake and saw.

Matthew 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple; and
He healed them.

Jesus Christ Commands Believers Today

Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he
gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

Matthew 10:5-8 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them,
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye
have received, freely give.

Mark 16:15-18 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and if
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on
the sick, and they shall recover.

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
Mark 16:14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen.

Luke 18 paraphrased the parable of the persistant widow & the unjust
judge. V7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night
unto him, though He bear long with them?
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