
Are You Holding Back on God? - Acts 20C

2 Corinthians 10:4 (For  the  weapons of  our  warfare    are   not  carnal  ,  but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Acts  20:13  And  we  went  before  to  ship,  and  sailed  unto  Assos,  there 
intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go 
afoot. 14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came 
to  Mitylene.  15  And  we  sailed  thence,  and  came  the  next  day over 
against  Chios;  and the next  day we arrived at  Samos,  and tarried at 
Trogyllium;  and  the  next  day we  came  to  Miletus.  16  For  Paul  had 
determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in 
Asia: for he hasted, if  it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the 
day of  Pentecost. 17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called 
the elders of the church. 18 And when they were come to him, he said 
unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, 19 Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me 
by the lying in wait of  the Jews: 20  And how I kept back nothing that 
was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  shewed you,  and  have  taught  you 
publickly, and from house to house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, and 
also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Acts  20:13  And  we  went  before  to  ship,  and  sailed  unto  Assos,  there 
intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go 
afoot.

1 Corinthians 9:22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the 
weak: I am made  all things to  all men, that I might by  all means  save 
some.

Acts 20:16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would 
not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if  it were possible for him, to 
be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.

Acts 1& 2 has a big difference with the Holy Spirit coming at the day of  
Pentecost.

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you.

John 16 Jesus gave a big discourse on the Holy Spirit.
2  Thessalonians 3:8 Neither  did we (Paul,  etc)  eat any man's bread for 

nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might 



not be chargeable to any of you:
Acts 20:19 (KJV) Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many 

tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:
Acts 20:19 (NKJV) "serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and 

trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;
Numbers  12:3 (Now the man  Moses was very  meek,  above all  the men 

which were upon the face of the earth.)
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 And lest I should be exalted above measure through 

the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the 
flesh,  the  messenger of  Satan to buffet  me,  lest  I  should be exalted 
above measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet...
Acts  15:1  And  certain  men  which  came down  from Judaea  taught  the 

brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved. & Paraphrased the chapter.

Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have shewed you,  and have taught  you publickly,  and from house to 
house,

2 Corinthians 11 Paul's in perils chapter paraphrased.
Challenging people to hold back nothing & do more for the Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus 

judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 

as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
Pray binding and loosing all around your situation.
2 Corinthians 10:4 (For  the  weapons of  our  warfare    are   not  carnal  ,  but 

mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)
Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance 

toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
Matthew 3:2 John the Baptist - And saying,  Repent ye: for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.
Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 

man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
Luke 8:43-48 And a woman having an issue of  blood twelve years, which 

had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 
44  Came  behind    him  ,  and  touched  the  border  of  his  garment  :  and 
immediately  her  issue  of  blood  stanched.  45  And  Jesus  said,  Who 



touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, 
Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who 
touched  me?  46  And  Jesus  said,  Somebody  hath  touched  me:  for  I 
perceive that virtue is gone out of me. 47 And when the woman saw that 
she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she 
declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched 
him,  and how she was healed immediately.  48 And he said unto her, 
Daughter,  be of  good comfort:  thy faith hath made thee whole;  go in 
peace.

Jesus was in the midst of the unclean sinners ministering.
The priests stayed away from the people & washed off the uncleanness of  

the sinners after going near them.
Mark  5:17  And  they  (People  of  Gederah)  began  to  pray  him (Jesus)  to 

depart out of their coasts.
Matthew 4:10 Then saith  Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 

written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.

Luke  4:8  And  Jesus answered  and  said  unto  him,  Get  thee  behind  me, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve.

John 8:34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin.

Acts 16:17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men 
are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of 
salvation.

Acts 19:15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I 
know; but who are ye?

Romans  1:1  Paul,  a  servant of  Jesus Christ,  called  to  be an  apostle, 
separated unto the gospel of God,

Romans 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the 
mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

The battle is in the mind. 2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself  against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

Romans 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts 
of the simple.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven.

2 Corinthians 4:5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ  Jesus the Lord; 
and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.



Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saints  in  Christ  Jesus which  are  at  Philippi,  with  the  bishops  and 
deacons:

Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of  Jesus Christ, according 
to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is 
after godliness;

James 1:1 James, a  servant of  God and of  the Lord  Jesus Christ, to the 
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of  Jesus Christ, to them 
that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness 
of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of  Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them 
that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called:

Acts 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, 
and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

Colossians  2:18  Let  no  man beguile  you  of  your  reward  in  a  voluntary 
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he 
hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently 
set forth, crucified among you?

Many times in the Bible angels say do not worship me, worship the Lord.
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 referred to & V14 For these nations, which thou shalt 

possess, hearkened unto observers of  times, and unto diviners: but as 
for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.

Luke  10:19  Behold,  I  give  unto  you  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.

Colossians  2:23  Which  things  have  indeed  a  shew  of  wisdom  in  will 
worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to 
the satisfying of the flesh.

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  23  Meekness,  temperance:  against  such 
there is no law.

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all 
of  you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

Strongs  #5012  tapeinophrosune  tap-i-nof-ros-oo'-nay  AV-humility  3, 
humbleness of mind 1, humility of mind 1, lowliness 1, lowliness of mind 
1; 7 

1) the having a humble opinion of one's self 



2) a deep sense of one's (moral) littleness 
3) modesty, humility, lowliness of mind 
Acts 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, 

and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:
John 11:35 Jesus wept.
Philippians 3:17-19 Brethren, be followers together of  me, and mark them 

which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 18 (For many walk, of  
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,  that they 
are the  enemies of  the cross of  Christ: 19 Whose end  is destruction, 
whose God is their belly, and whose glory  is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things.)

Matthew 7:15 Beware  of  false  prophets,  which come to  you in  sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Luke 4:12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said,  Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.

Romans 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I.

Luke  4:8  And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  Get  thee behind me, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve.

More Service Notes:
John 11:30-35 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that 

place where Martha met him. 31 The Jews then which were with her in 
the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to 
weep there. 32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw 
him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  33  When  Jesus  therefore  saw  her 
weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in 
the spirit, and was troubled, 34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They 
said unto him, Lord, come and see. 35 Jesus wept.
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